
                                 

 

                               
                      Lots of changes and                                                                                                                              

                      improvements are  

                      happening in the  

                      Preserve! 

 

 
*New fence around the new shed, 

purchased by the county last year.  

Thanks to the Town and Friends for 

contributing a portion of the funds. 

*County Maintenance and Repair 

Department contracted repairs to  

the parking lot sidewalk, added a 

paved handicap parking space and 

accessibility pavement right up to the 

beginning of the boardwalk. 

*County Maintenance recently made 

repairs to various parts of the 

boardwalk and a much needed repair 

to the first bridge. 

*County Planning and Design is still 

working on the boardwalk extension 

plans to allow handicap accessibility 

from the parking lot all the way out to 

the pavilion.   

*New Parks & Recreation staff 

assigned to work in Matanzas Pass 

Preserve.  Senior Park Maintenance 

staff Belinda Clemons is now working 

under the direction of Park 

Maintenance Supervisor, Paul 

Yacobelli.  Both love working in this 

beautiful nature preserve and find it 

to be a “high priority” on their list of 

beach parks!   

*Dave Harner was recently announced 

the new Director for Lee County Parks 

& Recreation.  He will be working 

alongside Director Barbara Manzo as 

she prepares for her much deserved 

retirement in May.   
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How Old is Estero Island? 

 

  How old is the pile of sand, this 

barrier island with its beautiful 

beach, that we love so much?  Most 

of us probably never spent much time 

(if any) thinking about that, but, our 

island does have an ancient history. 

Like all the barrier islands that 

border the Florida peninsula, Estero 

Island rose up out of the gulf at a distant time in the past. How 

long ago was that?  The literature of the geology of the Florida 

barrier islands is sparse and what there is dated.  We really 

don't know how old our island is with any precision. This might 

be about to change. 

  Several weeks ago,  the Preserve had 

a prestigious visitor.  Dr. Frank 

Saphor, professor emeritus of 

sediments from the Tennessee 

Technical University.  Dr. Saphor is 

one of the few geologists who are 

researching the dating of Florida's 

barrier islands.  He came armed with a 

new technology called  optically stimulated luminescence, a 

method that can determine geological time by measuring the 

light given off by irradiated quartz crystals. 

  Dr. Saphor was escorted through the Preserve By Terry Cain 

and Jim Rodwell. Using a 1925 

aerial map of the island, Dr. 

Saphor selected three sites to 

collect sand samples. Three 

weeks later the Dr. returned and 

was met by a group of eager 

volunteers armed with shovels.  

Three 3 x 3 x 3 holes were dug at 

each of the three selected sites. 

Dr. Saphor collected sand that 

has never seen the rays of the sun and expects to have the 

results of the age of Estero Island in about seven months. 



 

 

 

          

Find us at Facebook      
or Visit Our Website at:  
FriendsofMatanzasPassPreserve.org  

Need to contact us?  
Call Dorothy Rodwell 

 at 851-7166  

          
            Our Board 
Tom Myers, President 
Roxanne Smith, V.P. 
Lois Gressman, Treasurer 
James Rodwell, Fiscal Officer 
 

 

 

Secretary 
Amy Mallott 

  

Directors 
Ann  Alsop 
Dan Andre 

Tim Murphy 
Roger Johnson 

Dorothy Rodwell 
Chuck Schmidt 
Betty Simpson 

Julie Schwab 
 

The Mangrove Editors  

Dorothy Rodwell 

 Laurie Nienhaus 

  

Articles, pictures, and  
questions for inclusion in The 

Mangrove should be sent to our 
P.O. Box 6561 

 or emailed to either: 

drodwell@embarqmail.com or 
editor@glily.com 

  

Our Mission Statement  
The Friends are dedicated to the 

preservation, protection and 
enhancement of the natural and 
fragile beauty of the Preserve; to 

create a legacy for future  
generations. 

Professor Mangrove’s Corner 

Dear Professor Mangrove, 

While walking in the Maritime hammock I heard a loud noise and  
thought I saw a large woodpecker. Is there a large woodpecker in 
the Preserve? 

 

  Indeed, there is a very large woodpecker 

in the Preserve. In fact the Preserve is  

blessed with a mated pair of large  

Pryocopus pileatus woodpeckers, better  

known as the Pileated (pill-ee-ated)  

woodpecker.  The bird is 15 to 19 inches 

long and weighs 8  to 12 ounces,  

making it the largest woodpecker in  

North America.  This is assuming that  

the ivory-billed woodpecker is really  

extinct. 

  Pileateds are black with a red crest on  

their head and a white line down the  

sides of the throat. The bird shows white  

underneath its wings when in flight.  Adult males have a red line 

from their bill to the throat. Adult females are all black.   

  These woodpeckers use their sticky tongues and long pointed 

bills to eat insects such as carpenter ants and wood boring beetles. 

They also like Cabbage Palm berries.  Pileateds carve out large 

square holes to make their nests in dead trees, particularly  

standing, dead Australian Pine trees. 

  The Pileateds make loud ringing calls, the noise of it's large bill 

against a tree trunk resembling that of a jack-hammer.  

  The mated pair did have a chick a few years ago. It is not known 

if this now grown up chick remains in the Preserve. 

  The photograph above shows both the male and female. The  

photograph was taken by Ms. Dulcey Lima, a visitor to the  

Preserve, who graciously shared this picture with me. 

What’s  BlooMing? ...This feature may now be 

found weekly in The  Island Sandpaper. Enjoy! 

Earth Ed Says:  
“Earth Education that just educates people 

about the environment, without asking them 

to make some changes in their own lives, is 

not Earth Education, it’s natural science.”  

 

From Steve Van Matre and the Institute for 

Earth Education, our basis for children’s 

programs at Matanzas Pass Preserve.  



  Visions of the Past—Bravo Cast Members! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers  

welcome 

Here are ways you can  

help keep the Preserve  

alive and growing… 

 Act as a Friends  

Ambassador at public 
events  

 Help organize and  

assist at our events  
and fund raisers 

 Become a Membership 

Chair 

 Write an article for  

The Mangrove 

 Contribute hours to  

Children’s Education 
Committee in Oct/Nov 
and March/April 
  

Get involved!  

Call Dorothy Rodwell at 

851-7166 for  

more information.  

Let’s Sing to the  
Unsung Heroes 

Thanks to Betty Leyberger for 

administering the Adopt a Tree 

Program for us. 

Pat Gano is wonderful at calling 

all the work day volunteers and 

keeping track of them. 

Dan Andre has been awesome 

in his fundraising efforts! He 
will not continue in this role but 

has agreed to fully support  

these efforts. 

Larry Wood has shared his 

wisdom about all things to do 

with children’s learning.  He will 

not continue on the board but 

has agreed to be fully engaged 
in the Earth Ed Committee. 

Jeff Butzer replaced all the 
galvanized screws with stainless 

steel screws in the shed. 

Consider each name here  

and  insert  into the tune 

of For He’s a  

Jolly Good Fellow!

Seeding Station Starts to Take Shape 

  The new Preserve seeding 

station is starting to take 

shape.  The station will be 

inside the fencing that will be 

installed around the 

maintenance shed.    

  Thanks to the County for 

providing the Friends with a 5- 

foot cubic water tank and two 

cubic yards of wash shell to 

support the tank  at the rear of the shed. 

  The first step for Volunteers was the installation of a gutter system 

to drain water into the tank.  Dan Andre was the only volunteer who 

knew how to install a gutter. Accordingly, Dan was the Gutter 

Master, with all rights and entitlements.  After a few hours of fussing 

and fuming the gutters were installed and the water tank is now 

waiting for the first rain.       

  As soon as the fence is put up,  the finishing touches to the seeding 

station will commence.  Seeding tables will be constructed out of 

plastic planks taken from a retired County boardwalk supported on 

cinder blocks.  A plastic cover will then be erected to protect new 

seedlings from too much sun light.   

  Seeds from Preserve species have already been collected .  So far 

seeds have been collected from both White and Spanish Stoppers, 

Pigeon Plum, Wild Coffee, and  Wild Cotton. The plan is to start 

seedlings at the beginning of the rainy season around April or May. 



 

 

Where in the World Are we? - Part 2         

  Another project involves science, long-term vision and deliberate planning, a big part of which will be better 

executed through the use of GPS.  After removal of exotic vegetation, the next obvious question becomes, 

"What is the Preserve preserving?"   

  According to Jim Rodwell, the answer is quite specific. Yes, it's true we want to preserve native plants 

specific to the habitats found within the Preserve, but what defines a native plant?  Generally a native 

Florida plant is a species occurring within the state boundaries prior to European contact.*  Using GPS 

locations for specific plants will help prescribe proper locations and densities of replacement species.  This 

comprehensive project will involve authenticating species types, seedlings for replacement plantings, and 

GPS location methods for placement and tracking the survival of the plantings.   

  One of the great things about belonging to the FOMPP is the variety of ways to contribute. For instance, I 

know a little bit about GPS but nothing about botanical science, fortunately, there are others who do.  It's 

fun to find a way to volunteer. 

* See Toward a  Working Definition of "Florida Native Plant”, by David Pais, for more information on this   

  complex topic.  

                                                                                     Submitted by Jeff Butzer 

A different kind of workday! 

  Once in a while the work days in Matanzas Pass 

Preserve veer from the usual pulling of vines, 

cutting of nicker bean or killing exotic pest plants.   

  The December 17th work day started out 

unusual. Heavy equipment had removed large 

exotic trees from the preserve earlier in the week : a 

few Woman’s Tongue trees and a very large Royal 

Poinciana.  In doing so a nice size gumbo limbo 

tree had inadvertently been knocked over.  The first 

order of business for the Friends was to right the 

gumbo limbo. And a fine job they did of raising it 

and strapping it in place.  

  Next was the job of hiking through Unit Four to 

search for exotic plants and any increase in land 

elevation from the mangrove forest. This job was 

not for the faint of heart! There were Mangrove 

roots one had to climb over, spider webs to walk 

through and dead tree limbs determined not to 

support you when grabbed.  

  We found some nice high spots in the preserve, 

some beautiful native plants and some not so nice 

exotics. We made note of our GPS locations and 

took photos.  Unfortunately, we also found 

evidence of what once may have been a grow area 

for some kind of plants and a hang out.  All in all, 

we had fun and look forward to exploring in the 

preserve again.        

 

                            Submitted by Terry Cain 

Since these photos 
were taken, the 
Friends have cleaned 
up the debris and the 
camp is now gone.  
The only seed station 
left will be ours. 



Shrimp Parade — March 10, 2012 

   

   

  How pleasant it was to hear 

“Thank You!” along the parade 

route as we went by!  We handed 

out copies of the Mangrove along 

the way and we now hope we’ve 

converted more avid readers 

among the crowds.   

Many thanks to Roger Johnson for his leadership.  

Representing Us in  

the Parade Were: 

Banner: Pat Gano & Dorothy Rodwell 

Gator: Paul Yacobelli  & Grandson Payton 

Marchers: Roger Johnson, Tim Murphy, Jeff    

                Butzer, Doug  Hoviden, Sid Tally  

                & Jim Rodwell 

Bike Riders: Richard & Terry Cain 

Thank you  

Sandy Tally  

for your  

delicious cookies! 

Dorothy Rodwell & Pat Gano leading the way! 

We’ve no idea who this man is. 

Fun, fun, fun—look at the smiles! 



Impact — — March 13, 2012 

  Last year we hosted a group from the University of Georgia for an Alternative Spring Break 

experience and here we are doing the same this year!  Hooray!!!  The name of the organization 

has changed to Impact and for good reason.  
 

 “As hard as our group has worked throughout the week, I still don’t think it is 

repayment enough for all of the planning, education and donation given to our 

group by the community.  It has been our pleasure serving the Fort Myers area 

through projects that help restore natural habitat and create better experiences  

for park visitors.”         Cameron Prybol, a student coordinator for Impact 2012 
 

  The 13th turned out to be a picture perfect day!  It was warm with a cool breeze (to our 

standards anyway) and in the shade was quite pleasant.  Terry Cain, our fearless Land 

Steward, led the charge and we worked to her instructions, clearing invasive plants and 

“natives behaving badly”. Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Lee County Parks and Recreation 
Staff, and an FGCU student all joined together to work side by side with the University of 

Georgia students. 

  Many thanks to the Island Pancake House for their support of this event as they provided a 

deep discount for the student lunches!  We are honored to host this amazing group of students!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Would You Like to Join Us? 
 

To join, complete this membership application and return along with your annual dues to:  
Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6561 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33932 

  
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _________________________________________________________  

E-mail: _________________________________________________________  

  

Please call me as I’d like to learn more about volunteer opportunities! I would possibly be interested in:  

___Education    ___Preserve Workdays     ___Special Events     ___The Mangrove      

___Fundraising     ___ Friends Ambassador     ___Adopt a Tree Program 

Types of membership: Individual $10/year ____________         Life Membership $100____________  

I’d like to donate an additional amount of:___________            Total amount enclosed: __________  

Adopt a Tree 
A gift for all occasions: Births & Birthdays, 

Graduations, Anniversaries, Holidays,  

Weddings, In Memory 
 

  For a $50 contribution, you can adopt a tree, for a 

year, in our 60-acre Preserve on behalf of yourself 

or any other designated recipient. 

  The contribution includes a certificate of adoption 

(including the name of the tree adopted), a one-
year membership in the Friends of Matanzas Pass  

Preserve and a one-year subscription to The 

Mangrove, the Friend’s quarterly newsletter.  The 

balance of the contribution will specifically be used 

by the Friends for enhancement and restoration 
projects in the Preserve. 

  Trees available for adoption include Live Oak, 

Gumbo Limbo, Slash Pine, and Buttonwood. 

 

Fill out the application to the right   

and send your $50 check to: 
 

Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve 

P. O. Box 6561 

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 

Adopt a Tree application 
Your Information — Date _______________ 

Name ……………………………………………. 

Address …………………………………………. 

City, state, zip ………………………………… 

Phone ……………………………………………. 

E-mail …………………………………………… 

 

Recipient’s Information 

  __ In memory of       __ In honor of 

Name …………………………………………….. 

Occasion ………………………………………… 

Person to  notify ………………………………. 

Address …………………………………………. 

City, state, zip …………………………………. 

Phone …………………………………………….. 

E-mail …………………………………………….. 

Check tree selected: 

Live Oak ___   Gumbo Limbo ___ 

Slash Pine ___   Buttonwood ___ 

It’s time to It’s time to   

Renew your membership!  Renew your membership!    



 here’s a Peek at our sPring sChedule 

Tuesdays: Friends Meeting at Bay Oaks, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.: April 10, May 8, June 12  

Thursdays: Matanzas Mangrove Walk 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. : April 5, 12, May and June by appointment (6 peo-
ple min). Call 533-7444 to register.  
                    
4th Wednesdays: Ethnobotany Walk - 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.: – by appointment (6 people min). Call 533-7444 to 
register. 
Saturday: Workdays in the Preserve – 8-10 a.m.: – April 14, 28, May 12, 26, June 9, 23 
 
DeStress in Matanzas Pass Preserve Workshops are now by appointment. The workshops are two and a half 
hours and the fee is $10 per person with a six person minimum. Call 533-7444 to register or Dorothy Rodwell 
at 851-7166 for more information. 
  

Important Note: As Preserve work-days can change, please call Pat Gano at 745-5970 or check 

www.FriendsOfMatanzasPassPreserve.org to be sure a particular date has not been rescheduled.  

Special Dates & Events of interest 

April 22: Earth Day 
 
April: Barrier Islands Guided Walk at Bowdich Point Park, 9:30-11a.m. Tues: 3, 10, 17, 24 
          Barrier Islands Guided Walk at Bowdich Point Park, 9:30-11a.m.  Fri: 6, 13, 20, 27 
 
May 12: National Trails Day at the Preserve, 11—2 Call Dorothy Rodwell for information at 851-7166 
              Barrier Islands Guided Walk at Bowdich Point Park, 9:30-11a.m. Tues: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

June: Barrier Islands Guide Walk at Bowdich Point Park, 9:30-11a.m. Tues: 5, 12, 19, 26  
 
July 5: Shore Clean Up 

 

  

Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve  
PO Box 6561 
Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931 
 
  


